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Data Sharing Committee

• Purpose:

– To provide the structure to increase tax 
appraisal accuracy and fairness through a 
statewide initiative where counties actively 
participate in data sharing regarding real 
estate sales, appraisal values and other 
county data



Activities

• Meetings:

– Feb. 13, 2017 – Organizational Meeting in Iredell County

– August 2, 2017 – Regular Meeting in Forsyth County

• Presentations:

– 2016 Fall Conference

– 2017 NCDOR Advanced Seminar

• Statewide Communications:

– Assessor Survey – September 11, 2017

• Issued Challenge:

– Dollar General Sales and Appraisals



Current Status

• Each county to have one user responsible for 
entering sales and market data

• County tax office staff can have access to view 
all data

• Committee would be responsible for 
determining what other entities may be 
granted access



Current Results

• Sales Database:

–2,251 Commercial and Industrial Sales

• Appraisal Database: 
–Big Box, Drugstores, Dollar General, Cell 

Tower Sites, Billboard Sites, Grocery Stores, 
Golf Courses, Solar Farm Land







Going Forward

• Suggestions to increase participation?

• Other suggestions?



Data Sharing Committee

• Plan

– Provide structure for sharing commercial/industrial sales, 
hot-topic assessment values (big box, drugstores, cell tower 
sites, etc.), and basic county data such as standard residential 
square foot building rates.

– Be willing to walk before we run… start with basic form and 
spreadsheets

– Designate 1 data editor per county.  Follow up with multiple 
county viewers

– Learn from you (regarding the spreadsheets), then build web 
“system” for the long run



Data Sharing Committee

Current Activity

– Form to collect basic county data was sent out on September 
1st to all on the Assessor’s List Serve, reminder email sent

– Created spreadsheet “Data Sharing Committee –
Commercial/ Industrial Sales Data”

– Created spreadsheet “County Appraisal Data – Data Sharing 
Committee” to collect county appraisal data for topics of big 
box, drugstores, Dollar General/Family Dollar,  cell tower 
sites, solar farms, grocery stores, bill board sites and golf 
courses



Data Sharing Committee

Current Topics of discussion

– Will the data entered on the spreadsheets be included in the 
new system? (Yes)

– Can I enter data in mass? (Yes.  Individual entry is good too.)

– What if I don’t have all the data you ask for - or in the way 
you ask for it?  (Conformity is always right.  Do the very best 
you can.  No data is the worst option.)

– Why use Google spreadsheets to begin with?  (Google allows 
multiple simultaneous editors)

– Only enter data at the bottom of each spreadsheet.  Make 
your own copy to sort, filter, etc.



Data Sharing Committee

The Future

– Data Sharing activities will continue to progress, over time.  
We are walking – not leaping…

– Please contact members of the Data Sharing Committee with 
your feedback, thoughts and questions… Alex Hamilton 
(Wilkes),  Jimmy Tanner (Gaston), Chris Nelson (Lincoln), Gary 
Briggs (Moore), Hosea Wilson (Dare), Jeff Niebauer 
(Brunswick), Chip Main (Pitt), Deborah Wilson (Yancey) and 
John Burgiss (Forsyth)



Got Dollar General?



So, let’s move forward… Challenge 

• Challenge – Enter sales, within the past two 
years, for stand alone Dollar General / Family 
Dollar properties (vacant land and improved 
sales) on the “Data Sharing Committee 
Commercial / Industrial Sales Data” 
spreadsheet by November 1st, 2017



So, let’s move forward… Challenge 

• Challenge – Enter  how you have appraised 
Dollar General / Family Dollar stand alone 
properties on the “County Appraisal Data -
Data Sharing Committee” spreadsheet by 
November 1st, 2017



DOLLAR GENERAL
Challenge Results



PARTICIPANTS

As of August 20TH, 2018,  20 
counties have submitted data 
on 159 Dollar General, Dollar 
Tree and Family Dollar stores.



VALUATION APPROACH

17 counties emphasize the cost 
approach to value and 3 
counties the income approach 
to value.



REAPPRAISAL YEAR

The range for the counties is 
2011 to 2017.



DATA FORMAT



PROPERTY CHARACTERISTIC 
DATA 

The range of year built for the 
stores is from 1963 to 2017 and 
contains free-standing and 
stores located inside strip 
centers.



SQUARE FOOTAGE

The range of square footage of 
the stores is from 6,500 to 
14,732 with a median of 
10,616.



PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT

• The range of price per square 
foot of the building for these 
stores is $15.24 to $154.25.

• The average of the stores is 
$65.13. 

• The median is $72.34. 



GRADE

Though grading systems in 
different counties varies, of the 
159 stores, 86 have some form 
of a “C” or average quality grade 
assigned.



ASSESSED  VALUES

The assessed values range from 
$70,398 to $2,703,321 with a 
median value of $768,015 for 
land, building and 
miscellaneous improvements.



LAND VALUE

The range of land values for the 
sites is from $14,400 to 
$1,104,234 with a median 
value of $160,435.



BUILDING VALUE

• The range of main building 
improvement values is from 
$116,900 to $1,749,345 with a 
median value of $548,650.



MISCELLANEOUS IMPROVEMENT 
VALUES

• The range of miscellaneous 
improvement values is from $0 
to $561,300 with a median 
value of $31,835.



SALES DATA

71 sales are listed as a “package 
sale” which includes land, 
building, miscellaneous 
improvements and, in a few 
cases, business personal 
property.



SALES DATA CONTINUED

• The sale dates range from 
2002 to 2017.

• There were 31 sales from 
2015, 2016 and 2017.

• The sales prices range from

$89,500 to $1,930,000.



SALES RATIOS

• The average sales ratio of the 
31 sales is 73.94%.

• The median sales ratio of the 
31 sales is 64.98%.



SALES RATIOS CONTINUED

• 2015-8 Sales-Median Ratio
66.32%

• 2016-13 Sales-Median Ratio
64.98%

• 2017-10 Sales-Median Ratio
64.14%



What’s in it for my county?





Success depends on….

• You

• This is GIVE and TAKE

• If you don’t give, no one can take

• If no one gave, there is nothing for you to take

• Participation by each and every county is the key to 
success



The End

• Questions??

• Comments??

• Thanks!


